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Rhetorical Analysis

"We really came to term with it; it`s not like we are going to do anything. I do keep hearing about friends who are giving up with it. The Kuwaiti citizenship is something impossible to get.” This is a response of Talal a 27-year-old Bedoon who is struggling to get the Kuwaiti citizenship. His father has always lived in Kuwait, and he served in the military for years, but unfortunately, he failed to register for the Kuwaiti citizenship. Talal basically suffers from inequality and injustice, like his peers, he lacks proper education, employment, health care and other Kuwaiti privileges. It has been a controversial issue in Kuwait whether to offer Bedoons the citizenship or not.


The Bedoons-short for “Bedoon jinseyya” in Arabic, which means “without citizenship”, are a group of people in Gulf Arab states and in other countries who are basically stateless people. The Bedoons are divided into three groups. The first group is those who failed to register their documentation in 1961 when Kuwait got independence from the UK. The aforementioned group of Bedoons does not possess the citizenship of another nation. Besides, most of the persons that fall under this group are offspring of the nomadic clans that traversed regularly across the borders of the present-day Gulf States, even though they had already settled permanently within Kuwait before country had attained independence. The second group is the people who intentionally left their citizenship and came from a neighboring country like Iraq and Saudi Arabia in the course of the 1960s, as well as, 70s aiming to secure the Kuwaiti citizenship upon working for the  Kuwait’s army, as well as, police forces. Nonetheless, the Kuwait government opted to register them as Bidun instead of revealing its politically-sensitive recruitment policy.   The third group is the children of Kuwaiti women married to Bedoon men. Therefore, the Bedoons are in different situations, some deserve to have a Kuwaiti nationality and others don’t. However, all Bedoons in Kuwait should have the basic civil rights.

Surprisingly, the Kuwaiti government holds that the greater percentages of the Bidun are basically other countries’ national and thus lack formidable grounds to claim Kuwaiti nationality. In that respect the government refutes the aspect that the said persons are actually stateless and thus no longer publicizes statistics about the population figures of the Bidun who live within the country. To illustrate the government’s denial of the existence of the Bidun in Kuwait, in May 2010, during Kuwait’s Universal Periodic Review, at the UN Human Rights Council assessment within Geneva, the Kuwaiti government delegation asserted that the description of stateless individuals within Kuwait did not have a legal basis. In respect to the said delegation’s argument, the problem was just that of “illegal residents”, as the law had clearly outlines the procedure of acquiring Kuwaiti nationality.  

I had an experience where I wrote a research paper that was based on the ‘Bedoons’ situation in Kuwait. It’s a problem that has to be solved in Kuwait. The reason behind writing this paper came from the controversial issue in Kuwait, whether to offer Bedoons the Kuwaiti citizenship or not. On one hand, the government believes that the Bedoons are illegal immigrants and most of them are unqualified for the Kuwaiti citizenship. On the other hand, other Kuwaitis think that some Bedoons have the right to own a Kuwaiti citizenship. The number of Bedoons in Kuwait is quiet large compared to the number of the Kuwaitis, and most of them don’t have the basic civil rights and are ignored by the government of Kuwait. In addition to the problems and inequalities the Bedoons continue to face in Kuwait, such as lack of education, health care, and severe poverty. Also, not being able to have birth, death, marriage certificate. The fact that they don’t have the basic human rights such as birth certificate makes their situation undeniable. 
A year ago, in the English language center that I was in, we had to write a research paper about a controversial issue. The Bedoons situation was a great example of a controversial issue that I am strongly affected by. Their issue helped shape my research paper in many ways. The plight of the Bedoons in Kuwaiti can make one gain much interest in researching about the challenges that they face in their day to day life in Kuwait and propose the various measures that the Kuwaiti government has to take for the purposes of bringing the situation under control before it is almost too late to implement any effective policies. Most of the researchers that have conducted comprehensive studies, about the phenomenon have reached the consensus that the Kuwaiti government has to adopt a right-based approach for the purposes of bringing to an end the earlier stated statelessness in respect to the set global legal standards. Moreover, many hold the view that the government should also make public a well thought-out roadmap, as well as, timetable for eradicating statelessness within Kuwait. 
Depending on the nature of the information that I have obtained concerning the origin of the Bedoons as it has been outlined earlier within this paper, in my perspective, the government of Kuwait should put into consideration granting citizenship to the long-term residents that have a nationality. Furthermore, it would be fair for the government to grant citizenship to the residents that do not have documented ties with other nations and whose original place of residence, familial, social and even economic ties happen to be with Kuwait. Most importantly, in order to avoid appearing as though the government discriminates the Kuwaiti women, they should have legal rights that are similar to those of their male counterparts such that they confer nationality not only upon their spouses but also children. Children born to Kuwaiti women that have been married to the Bedoons have to be accorded nationality instead of unjustifiably making them remain stateless.    
Many will agree that with me that on the basis of the groupings of the different types of the Bedoons, it is just unreasonable to deny them the right of acquiring Kuwaiti citizenship. It is the time that similarly to other countries, inclusive of the super powers like the United States, as well as, United Kingdom everyone born within the borders of Kuwait should be accorded Kuwaiti citizenship given that one of the parents is a citizen of Kuwait. Besides, upon being a resident of Kuwait for more than a decade, one should qualify to be automatically considered as a Kuwaiti citizen. It is a retrogressive move to deny bona fide persons citizenship when other countries have gone ahead to embrace policies that allow duo citizenship.
